
Verda Welcome Bridge: 
In Remembrance of the Honorable Verda Freeman Welcome 
America's First African-American Female State Senator (1907-1990) 

By Ferdinand Mehlinger 

the National Medical Association. After her 
tenure in the I louse of Delegates, Welcome 
bet...ime America's first African-American 
female stale senator, serving from 1962 until 
1982 Some of hi>r notable accomplishments 
include her influence on the passage of leg
islation addressing discrimination in public 
accommodations, funding for the construc
tion of Provident Hospital, creating the rank 
of lieutenant for policewomen in Baltimore 
City, equal pay for equal work, harassment 
of welfare recipients, illegal employment 
practices, and several other reforms in the 



• 

Celebrating the 20-Year Morgan Renaissance 
and The Presidency of Dr. Earl S. Richardson 


